
  
 

 

Night Meal and 

Accommodation 

8pm - 8am 

Thursdays 

Dec 13 - Mar 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Drop-in 

Session 

9am - 12am 

Tuesdays 

Dec 11 - Mar 5 

As the colder, winter weeks will soon be upon us, we remember once again those who at 

this time will not have shelter. Thank you to everyone who supported last year’s voluntary-

run shelter and helped Holy Innocents along with other churches in Haringey 

accommodate up to 80 guests across the winter. We need volunteers again this year, and 

any donation you can make in time, service, money or prayer will be gratefully received. 

I was hungry and you fed me, 

I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 

I was homeless and you gave me a room, 

I was shivering and you gave me clothes. Matthew 25:36 

The shelter provides accommodation for 12 guests each week, who would otherwise by 

sleeping without a roof. In the interests of everyone’s safety, we ask that all those who 

volunteer to be present with our guests are over the age of 18 and sign a simple 

declaration of consent to work. For safeguarding purposes, all our guests are cleared by a 

referrals manager* for the Haringey Churches’ Night Shelter. 

*This role is currently filled by a volunteer who also does much of the co-ordination, fundraising and publicity for the shelter, but we are 

looking at ways of ensuring this project continues to be sustainable, particularly by making this a salaried position.  

 

BREAKING THE CYCLE OF HOMELESSNESS 

 

Thanks to our efforts over the last three years, 82% of our guests have been found more 

permanent accommodation and have not needed to return to the Winter Night Shelter. 

One new way we are looking to help this continue is through running a morning drop-in 

session for guests to come for coffee and cake, where we also hope to offer help, advice 

and resources to aid their journey back into a more stable home. 

How can I help? 

Preparing the Church... 

We need volunteers to make the beds up for the guests before they arrive. All the 

equipment is kept at Holy Innocents but it needs to be arranged and the sheets made so 

that the guests feel like the Church is their home for the evening. We make sure they all 

have their own soap, toothpaste, deodorant and other toiletries. This might be an ideal 

way of getting younger people involved as it can be done before any of the guests reach 

the Church. 

Cooking the evening meal... 

It usually takes a team of chefs to prepare a meal for up to 25 people to share. This will be 

co-ordinated each week by an appointed organiser, who would be equally pleased to hear 



 

A Word from Fr Tim Pike, Vicar of Holy Innocents 

“The Night Shelter has become a regular part of our winter schedule now and we are 

looking forward to welcoming our guests and our volunteers to Holy Innocents in the 

coming months. It is a wonderful way for the community to come together in service and 

friendship to help and support one another. May I take this opportunity to thank all those 

who help us in any way with the Night Shelter. God bless us every one!” 

 

from people wishing to donate food as to offer the time to prepare it, even if they feel unable to contribute both. 

Serving and sharing the meal... 

One of the things guests comment on about the Holy Innocents Night Shelter is the warmth of the welcome they 

receive. We can do this because those sitting at our table are guests to the family of the Church, and it is our pleasure to 

show them the hospitality that invokes. It is therefore crucial that we have people willing to greet our guests at the door, 

talk to them through the evening and share the main meal of the day.  

Being present through the night... 

So that we can be sure that our guests get a good night’s sleep, we need volunteers who are willing to stay through the 

night in the Church, which we keep heated for the benefit of the guests. 

Providing for the morning... 

In the morning, we need a team of volunteers to cook and serve breakfast before our guests make their way to the 

location of their next night’s accommodation. We know that it is just as vital to say farewell as it is to extend a warm 

welcome. 

Helping at the drop-in session... 

We would be grateful for volunteers to serve tea and coffee for this session, as well as to be there as someone to talk 

with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All our volunteers are invited to an evening at Holy Innocents of training and briefing on their responsibilities, so that 

when we open our doors we know we can open our hearts just as surely. We invite everyone to consider giving 

themselves to this project, which, although it is held in the Church and guided by her congregation, welcomes the gifts of 

anyone who feels able to give. After taking up the opportunity to extend the hand of kindness to those who appreciate 

it, most people find that they have been through a life-long moving and rewarding experience. 

If you would like to get involved in any way, please get in touch with Max, one of the Pastoral Assistant in the parishes 

with Holy Innocents. Alternatively, there are sheets in the back of the Churches with more information, where you can 

also sign your name to express your interest. 

 

Max Drinkwater 

020 8340 0050 

mlddrinkwater@cantab.net 


