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Psalter Week 1

Seeking to know and serve God and our local community

He is Risen
Easter has been described as the unique and sensational event on which the whole of
human history turns, and as a raising up of humanity to share in God’s divine life.
These are wonderful and visionary words which we must not lose sight of as we continue to suffer the effects of the current pandemic. Sadly this year Easter joy for many
will be marred by a continuing sense of fear, uncertainty and loss.
There seems to be something of an irony that the pandemic is forecast to take its
greatest toll of human life in this country over the Easter period - a time when we are
celebrating life in its fullness. I find it helpful to remember that we cannot have Jesus’
Resurrection without having his death, and that something very important happened in
the time between his burial on Good Friday and the discovery of the empty tomb early
on the first Easter Day. The Apostles Creed says ‘He descended into Hell’. Here the
word ‘Hell’ does not refer to the state of eternal damnation, but means rather the hidden abode of the dead. This is what the Church thinks and prays about on Holy Saturday (the Saturday before Easter Sunday). Jesus, having died on the cross, descends
to the realm of the dead to free the souls of the just who had died before his time. The First Letter of Peter in
the Bible speaks about this (1 Peter 3:18). Jesus’ descent into hell brings the Gospel message of salvation to
complete fulfilment and shows his redemptive work is offered to all people in all situations in all times.
This notion of Jesus opening up the hidden places of the dead is relevant to all the caves of darkness we find
ourselves in. We descend into the tomb of darkness whenever the reality of life is too painful for us to endure,
whenever the quality of our living is diminished, whenever we are emotionally crippled or mentally stagnated.
Jesus’ suffering was physical, spiritual and emotional. By experiencing this and by his descent to the realms
of the dead he shows God’s full involvement with our human lot.
Reflecting on this shows the significance of the Resurrection for us. The icon above shows a typical depiction
of the Resurrection in Eastern Christianity. If you look carefully you will see the risen Christ standing victoriously on his cross and quite literally hauling two of the dead from their tombs - from that which imprisons
them. I have always found this image of the Resurrection helpful, and never more so than in these present
times. It may be that over these next days, as we cope with the necessary continued lockdown, our spirituality may be more attuned to the expectant events of Holy Saturday than the glorious celebrations of Easter
Day itself. But just as we remember we cannot have Easter Day without Good Friday, so too our faith proclaims the events of Good Friday and Holy Saturday will lead us to the glory and victory of an eternal Easter
Day.
With prayers and every blessing - Fr. Patrick
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Virtual Holy Trinity
Easter Sunday Zoom Service at 11.30 am
It was very good so many people came together by Zoom virtually
for Good Friday. Starting this Sunday I am hoping to lead the Sunday liturgy (sent out to people whose email
addresses I have) ‘live’. To take part you will need to have downloaded the Zoom App from the internet onto
your computer or smart phone, and to open it and click ‘Join meeting’ at 11.30 am. You will also need the
meeting code and password which I can send if you contact me at the phone number or email below.
I also have some more printed prayers for use at home which I can send by post for people who don’t or can’t
use the internet.
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