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Seeking to know and serve God and our local community

Faith in Adversity

T

he expression “Doubting Thomas” comes from the remarkable Easter story we read in today’s gospel. The
apostle Thomas, one of Jesus’ inner circle, was slow to believe in the resurrection. He demanded concrete evidence before he could believe that the risen Jesus had appeared to his
fellow apostles. His story offers some comfort to those who
are always nagged by doubts. With the memory of our Lord’s
crucifixion fresh in their hearts, the nervous disciples had
locked the doors of their meeting room.
In many ways this account speaks to us in these days when we are spending much of our time behind locked doors for fear of catching the coronavirus. Thomas’ doubts are echoed today when we
question why an all-loving and all-powerful God, who created the universe, allows a pandemic which
sweeps away the lives of the most vulnerable. There is no easy answer to this question. However,
the readings show that the turning point for the first disciples came when Jesus appeared among
them and breathed the Holy Spirit into them, filling them with new purpose. “As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.” In the power of the Spirit they left their self-imposed prison, to go out and
spread the message of Jesus. In the reading from Acts, St Luke shows them witnessing to the resurrection both in word and by the quality of their living.
Our current situation has a great deal in common with the early followers of Christ. They often lived
in potentially hostile environments, and had to worship in their own homes. St. Luke records how,
under the power of the Holy Spirit, they remained faithful to Christian teaching, to the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to the prayers (Acts 2:42). We, in these difficult times, are called to remain faithful, to remember that Jesus is with us in the face of adversity. Some people who cannot
believe profess to envy those who do. They would like to experience the apparent certainty of believers. However, most ordinary mortals have moments of doubt during their spiritual journey. Thomas’s recovery from his doubts offers a valuable insight into God’s mercy. At first, he refused to believe that the others had seen Jesus. He demanded definite and demonstrable, tangible proof. Jesus gave him the proof he needed. “Put your finger here,” he said, “and feel my wounds.” He forgives our fears and doubts too, and offers us a fresh start. We need to say in our turn, “My Lord and
my God.”
Continuing our spiritual journey together, we help each other’s faith and strengthen our community
by the quality of our Christian living. It was because the early Christians supported each other and
showed such faith in adversity that many others came to believe, and the church grew steadily in
those early, Spirit-filled days. Today’s gospel reminds us that the Lord himself is with us in adversity
and has the power to revive our courage and our faith. No locked doors can keep him out.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday Zoom Service at 11.30 am
To take part you will need to have downloaded the Zoom App from the internet onto your computer
or smart phone, and to open it and click ‘Join meeting’ at 11.30 am. You will also need the meeting
code and password which I can send if you contact me at the phone number or email below.
I also have some more printed prayers for use at home which I can send by post for people who
don’t or can’t use the internet.
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